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Background
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Objectives

• What is the prevalence of unmet social needs (USN) in our pediatric 
emergency department (PED) patient population?

• What are the disparities and differences in USN by self-selected language 
and patient demographics?
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Methods

@ the University of Utah | Primary Children’s Hospital Emergency Department

Who completed the p-SINCERE survey 

Of a convenience sample of English- & Spanish-speaking caregivers 

Cross-sectional, descriptive analysis 
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p-SINCERE Questions
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Results
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Results

At least 1 USN
40%

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CAREGIVERS 
(N=3662)

At least 1 USN
70%

SPANISH-SPEAKING CAREGIVERS 
(N=325)
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Reported “YES” on p-SINCERE
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Reported “Decline to Answer” on p-SINCERE
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Conclusions

• Screening for social needs in our PED revealed:
• Significant levels of unmet social needs
• Disparities related to:

• Caregiver’s language preference
• Racial/ethnic identity of child
• Insurance status of child

• Differences in how English- & Spanish-speaking caregivers 
responded to our screener
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Next Steps

• Focus group investigation to:
• Gather qualitative information on differences observed between 

English- & Spanish-speaking caregivers
• Validate: p–SINCERE screener and Spanish translated tool

• Implementation work to increased PED social needs screening and 
linkage to community resources
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Thank you!
Questions?
Please feel free to contact me at: natalie.tedford@hsc.utah.edu

mailto:natalie.tedford@hsc.utah.edu

